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against the Gnostics, but also in many of his later
writings, particularly in his discourses upon Pro-
vidence.1 From these we can gather that Plotinus
had to meet an attack upon his doctrines from two
sides, both from those who represented a deeper
Pessimism and from those who represented a higher
Optimism than his own. And, indeed, these two
attacks sometimes merged in one, in so far as the
Gnostics, who carried the dualism of Greece to a
form more extreme than Plotinus, at the same time
maintained in a somewhat imperfect form, the
Christian doctrine of the redemption of the lost
and degraded.

It is curious to notice the intensity of passion with
which Plotinus threw himself into the defence of
both aspects of his own doctrine, and insisted upon
the necessity of the exact compromise by which he
attempted to reconcile them with each other. From
the nature of the case, he had to maintain a balance
between opposites. He had, to put it shortly, to prove
that the world is relatively good, or rather that it is
the best of all possible worlds, because the One, which
is also the Good, is its source and its end. Yet, on
the other hand, he had also to contend that, as a
material world, it is evil and opposed to the divine;
and that the great object and purpose of the moral
and religious life is to escape from it. In the
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